CITY OF LAKE BRONSON

COUNCIL MINUTES

AUGUST 15, 2011
The regular meeting of the Lake Bronson City Council was called to order by Mayor Patricia Nerguson at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 15, 2011.  
Present were Council Members Jim Erickson, Greg Sandahl, Bobby Schmiedeberg, Joyce Storeby and Mayor Patricia Nerguson.

Absent none.

Also present were Darlene Brown, Pat Stallock, Chuck Vagle and Megan Hanson, City Clerk.
Mayor Nerguson asked for any additions to the agenda.  Chuck Vagle asked to be added as he has comments and questions for the council.  Storeby asked to add the Village Square building as she is wondering if the City or the Improvement Committee owns it.  Schmiedeberg made a motion, seconded by Sandahl, and carried out unanimously to approve the revised agenda.
Mayor Nerguson asked for any citizen concerns or public comments.  Chuck Vagle made several comments in regards to the new road by his property which was installed as a result of a settlement from a lawsuit Mr. Vagle initiated years ago against the city.  Mr. Vagle also made comments about the drainage of his yard after the city water project.  Some council members stated they would go and take a look at Mr. Vagle’s property to address his concerns and the council will get back to him once they have looked at it. 
The clerk reported two water shut-off’s for the month.
Mayor Nerguson asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes.  Sandahl made a motion, seconded by Storeby, and carried out unanimously to approve the July 18, 2011 Minutes.                    
The council reviewed the claims list for bills for the month.  The clerk stated that there were two additions to the list, one for $39.90 to Office Max and the other for $297.30 to Hallock Plumbing & Heating, bringing the total amount of claims to $8,119.34.  Fire Department claims for the month totaled $1,315.71.  Storeby made a motion, seconded by Erickson, and carried out unanimously to approve the claims list and pay bills.
City maintenance was discussed.  The council would like to start using equipment service/repair report and equipment monthly use report forms to track maintenance performed on the equipment and maintenance expenses.  Erickson made a motion, seconded by Storeby, and carried out unanimously to add completion of these forms to the Maintenance Worker job description.  The council also discussed having a probationary period of employment as well as having performance reviews on a regular basis, or at least annually.  Sandahl made a motion, seconded by Schmiedeberg, and carried out unanimously to add a probation period and performance reviews to the Employee Handbook.    
Old business was discussed.  There is someone interested in leasing the grocery store, Arnie’s Market, from Tom & Pat Stallock.  All of the loan documents should be reviewed by the attorney to be certain that they are able to lease the building.  Storeby made a motion, seconded by Sandahl, and carried out unanimously to have the attorney review the loan documents.

The clerk presented a list of eleven people who were sent nuisance letters on July 22, 2011.  She also presented a list of five people who were sent hazardous building letters.  The clerk read a letter to the council that she had received from Curtis Olson.  After much discussion, the council instructed the clerk to send letters out again asking for compliance within two weeks and to include words of encouragement to those who have made an effort to comply.  

The clerk reported that she had not started on a curfew ordinance as she has been working on the budget.  She also reported that none of the surrounding towns have a curfew ordinance.

City ditching was discussed.  The Mayor reported that there is no FEMA money available to help with ditching expenses.  There may be some cost sharing with the Two Rivers Watershed District, Schmiedeberg will check on that when he meets with Dan Money next week.  The council would like to thank Jerry Coffield for providing a culvert to the city at no cost.  
Erickson would like for the Maintenance Worker to get all of the coordinates for curb stops and manholes entered into the GPS system and put on a map within the next two weeks.  Sandahl would like the clerk to contact him once John with J & R Wastewater is here to clean sewer lines so he can visit with him about the manholes.  Schmiedeberg stated that he would have the culverts blown out before winter.        
New business was discussed.  Bruce Goldstrand had contacted the clerk in regards to his building permit which was approved in June.  He needs to make a slight change to his plans.  The council did not see any problem with the proposed change.  The council reviewed a building permit application from Erik Kelley to do some repairing and remodeling at 104 Polk Street.  Erickson made a motion, seconded by Storeby, and carried out unanimously to approve the building permit application for Mr. Kelley.

The clerk presented the council with some information on pre-pay for propane through Farmers Union Oil Co.  The council decided to table it until next month.

The council reviewed a letter from the Minnesota Department of Transportation in regards to updating population numbers on city name signs.  The Centennial Celebration sign will need to be taken down.

Mayor Nerguson asked the council to consider making a donation to the Lake Bronson Improvement Committee to help offset the costs of the annual city celebration.  The clerk reported that the city donated $500 in 2009, but did not make a donation in 2010.  Storeby had asked whether the Village Square building is owned by the Improvement Committee or the City.  The Improvement Committee is considering storing food in there so they don’t have to use the Legion’s fridge or freezer space.  The clerk reported that the building only has seasonal electricity at this time.  Schmiedeberg made a motion, seconded by Erickson, and carried out unanimously to pay for electricity year round at the Village Square building.  After much discussion, Sandahl made a motion, seconded by Erickson, and carried out unanimously to make a donation of $400 to the Lake Bronson Improvement Committee, Storeby abstained from voting.
There will need to be a special meeting held to discuss the 2012 Proposed Budget & Tax Levy.  The council will hold a special meeting on Monday, August 29, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.  If the council wishes to discuss anything else at that meeting, they will need to let the clerk know by August 24 when she posts notice of the meeting.   
Sandahl made a motion, seconded by Storeby, and carried out unanimously to adjourn to the next special council meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 29, 2011.       
___________________________________
Megan Hanson, City Clerk    
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